The Garden District is an American Planning Association
‘Great Neighborhood’
The Garden District is the only neighborhood in Baton Rouge awarded Great Neighborhood status by The American Planning Association*.  There is only one other in the state of Louisiana. 
Quoting from the American Planning Association: 

 ‘The Garden District is unique and memorable with elements that combine to produce a place that not only works for people in the community but rises far above the ordinary’. 
‘The Garden District ‘attracts everyone from university students and faculty to young professionals, families and the elderly.’
Known for its Oak and Magnolia canopy, the Garden District is centrally located two miles from downtown and the State Capital.  And is within walking distance of five of the top schools in Baton Rouge, a golf course, tennis courts, art museum, children’s park, dog dark, lakes.  A Children’s Museum is being constructed.  It is a short bike ride to the LSU campus.  There are nearby restaurants, shops, grocery stores, auto repair, pharmacy, animal hospital, and a library. The Oak canopied Neighborhood and nearby lakes facilitate bicycling, jogging, and walking.
Trolley service from the Garden District goes downtown as well as to shopping areas on Perkins Rd.  There is Bus service along Government Street, Park Boulevard, Broussard Street and Terrace Ave.  Shared bicycle lanes on Park Boulevard connect Garden District to Louisiana State University and downtown.  The LSU Bus System picks up and drops off students in the Neighborhood.
‘The Garden District has a long tradition of activism and community engagement dating from 1976 when the Garden District Civic Association was organized.’  Current and past activates include:  Website (GDCABR.com), Facebook Page, List Serve, New Neighbor Packets, Security Patrols, Easter Egg Hunt, Crawfish Boil, Summer Social, Neighborhood Picnic, Champagne Stroll, Christmas Light Contest, Tour of Homes, Sustainable Living Tour, Side Walk Replacement, and a Little Library,   Association acts to improve city and utility services to the Neighborhood, holds clean ups and replaces water oak trees with live oaks along Park Boulevard; a Neighborhood main artery 
The Garden District
‘Remarkably, 88 percent of the Garden District's houses built before 1930 are still standing and include Bungalow, Craftsman, English Cottage, Queen Anne, Tudor Revival, Classical Revival, and Colonial Revival styles. The oldest house in the neighborhood, Reiley-Reeves, was built in 1910 and is still owned by the original family.’

The Garden District is bounded by Government Street to the north; St. Rose Avenue and Eugene Street to the east; Magnolia and Broussard Streets to the south; and South 18th Street and Park to the west.

‘The Neighborhood is composed of three historic districts — Roseland Terrace, Drehr Place, and Kleinert Place. Boulevard medians are lined with live oaks, magnolia trees, and azaleas.’

‘Roseland Terrace (1911–1930), Baton Rouge's first subdivision, added to National Register of Historic Places in 1982; Drehr Place (1920s), added to national historic register 1997; Kleinert Terrace (late 1920s), added to national historic register 1998.’
Drehr Place is a certified Historic District.  Remodeling visible from the outside requires City approval:  http://brgov.com/dept/planning/historic/pdf/DrehrPlaceDesign.pdf  Informative links are available at GDCABR.com.
*’The American Planning Association is an independent not for profit educational organization of professional urban planners that provides leadership in the development of vital communities.’  An example: the Association was asked by the Federal Government to determine where people will live in 2030 so high-speed rail lines can be planned.
A complete list of the features that the American Planning Association found in the Garden District is at www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2012/
